
Note:  The Office of the Public Guardian 

may be contacted (24/7) for further 

information on capacity assessment and 

decision-making provisions.

Toll Free Help Line:  1-877-427-4525

Monday-Friday, 8:15 am – 4:30 pm

After Hours Crisis Line:  1-866-262-9731

Evenings and Weekends

Online: www.seniors.alberta.ca/opg

Disclaimer

This algorithm is intended to be a guide and is not to replace the content of the AHS policy Consent to Treatment/Procedure(s) and its five related 

procedures or Legal advice.  Examples herein are for illustrative purposes only; the application of the AHS policy/procedures and legislation may vary 

depending on circumstances unique to each situation.  Readers are encouraged to view the policy/procedure documents and legislation directly and 

should consult Clinical Policy clinicalpolicy@albertahealthservices.ca if need of clarification.

Range of Capacity and Decision-Making Options 

  For further information please refer to the Consent to Treatment/Procedure(s) Policy at: http://insite.albertahealthservices.ca/2270.asp
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Capacity 

assessment is 

not required.  

Under AGTA 

adults are 

presumed 

capable until the 

contrary is 

determined.

Capable adults 

have the option 

to choose a 

trusted person 

(supporter) to 

assist them with 

accessing 

information and 

communicating 

their decision(s).  

Together they 

complete the 

Supported 

Decision-Making 

Authorization 

form (Form 1).  

The supported 

adult retains full 

legal autonomy 

to make his/her 

own decisions 

and providing 

consent.

An assessment must be completed by 

a designated capacity assessor 

utilizing a regulated form.  As part of 

the process, a recent medical exam 

must be completed to rule out any 

temporary reversible conditions.  The 

assessment focuses only on personal 

decision-making.  Physicians and 

psychologists are automatically 

qualified to conduct capacity 

assessments under the AGTA.  

Registered nurses, registered 

psychiatric nurses, occupational 

therapists and social workers can be 

designated as capacity assessors 

under the AGTA once they have 

completed the required training.

Adults assessed as 

having a significant 

capacity impairment can 

agree to a Court order 

allowing a Co-Decision-

Maker to be a partner 

with the assisted adult 

in decision making for 

personal matters.

The Court may 

appoint a Guardian 

to make personal 

decisions for adults 

assessed as 

incapable.

This document outlines a range of decision-making options available to clinicians to 

consider when obtaining Informed Consent. 

Adult Patient 

makes 

informed 

decision

Refer to the Health Care Consent 

Algorithm for Adults with Impaired 

Capacity and Adults who Lack 

Capacity for further information:  

http://

insite.albertahealthservices.ca/

Files/clp-agta-algorithm.pdf

No

Yes
Yes

Court order 

already in 

Place?

Court order 

already in 

Place?

The Guardian 

provides consent for, 

or refuses, the 

Treatment/

Procedure(s) on 

behalf of the Patient.

 The Co-Decision-Maker cannot 

provide consent without the joint 

agreement of the Patient.  The 

Patient and the Co-Decision-

Maker must both sign the Consent 

Form.

The following decision-making 

options are available if there is no 

Agent named in a Personal 

Directive

Obtain Copy of 

Court order

Obtain Copy of 

Court order

While a Court order is pending, 

refer to the Health Care Consent 

Algorithm for Adults with Impaired 

Capacity and Adults who Lack 

Capacity:  http://

insite.albertahealthservices.ca/

Files/clp-agta-algorithm.pdf
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