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Echocardiogram performed as an outpatient during the first year of life for ASO patients 

Measure Description: Proportion of Arterial Switch Operation (ASO) patients, 3-12 months, with at least 
one echocardiogram that reports on left ventricular function, aortic root dimensions, the degree of 
aortic regurgitation, the patency of the systemic and pulmonary outflow tracts, the branch pulmonary 
arteries, and the coronary arteries. 

Numerator  Number of patients who had at least one echocardiogram between 3-12 
months that reports on left ventricular function, aortic root dimensions, the 
degree of aortic regurgitation, the patency of the systemic and pulmonary 
outflow tracts, the branch pulmonary arteries, and the coronary arteries. 

Note: Echocardiogram must report on ALL the above elements to meet the 
numerator criteria.  

Denominator  Number of ASO patients, 12-36 months old, who had at least one outpatient 
cardiology clinic visit during the measurement period.  

Denominator 
Exclusions  

Patients/parents who refuse the test. 

Denominator 
Exceptions 

None 

Definitions/Notes None 

Measurement Period  Quarterly 

Sources of Data Medical Record, or echocardiographic archiving system. 

Attribution This measure should be reported by the departmental quality manager. 

Care Setting Outpatient  

Rationale 

Patients after ASO are at risk of myocardial dysfunction, aneurysm of the ascending aorta, aortic 
regurgitation, systemic and pulmonary outflow obstruction and branch pulmonary arterial stenosis. 
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Clinical Recommendation(s) 

ACC/AHA Guidelines  N/A 
 
Other guidelines: N/A 
 

Challenges to Implementation 

It may not be possible to obtain all of the information in all patients, for these, comments should be 
made that attempts had been undertaken to obtain all of the information. 
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